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Breaking Down the AV Bill
(Why do I need this and why is it so expensive?)
Stephanie Martinez| LRP Media Group

















1999





Now

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzmnZAegr0w


1. Presentation management

2. Mobile Apps

3. Interactive displays

4. Streaming

5. Virtual and Augmented Reality 

Projection Mapping, plus Video Walls 
plus…

plus…



Data



It’s all… doesn’t 
cut it!



Who you gonna call?



Resources
• AV company websites

• AV Publications

• MPI, PCMA and Avixa

• Your Peers

• The Techs



Curiosity  Consumption  Comparison  Competence



• Audio

• Video

• Lighting

• Rigging

• Internet

• Power

The core





Audio



$13k for the 
speakers and 
stuff!



Avoids muddy sound

Flown speakers 

Podium mic

Subwoofer, bass



We know this
1. Transportation

2. Maintenance

3. Insurance 

4. Storage

5. Rental

6. The hotel’s cut



Question:
How long do you contract AV for?



Lighting



$9,000 for a “GLP Impression X4 4 Pack” What is that?

There are 18 moving lights here. 

Lighting





Help with lighting terms?
https://www.vls.com/lighting-resources 

Controls the lights
Stage wash (par and leko)
Colored the scenic/walls 

8 movers

Creates excitement.





Video







Rigging





Internet



Get it in the contract.

Define: Basic Business 
Use”

Is it bandwidth or number 
of connections?

What happens if you 
exceed?

Post event reports to build 
a usage profile.

Speed test at venue to 
assure you get what you 
pay for.



Labor



Understand the union rules 
for breaks and OT.

Ask questions about 
coverage-what does each 
person do?

Don’t cut without 
understanding the impact.

Ask for daily status

Be visible during setup.

Buy lunch when you can 
and be friendly.



Power



Discounts off the 
advance price.

Create a power pricing 
history spreadsheet 
especially when returning 
to same venue year over 
year.

Understand what you 
need and confirm it was 
set up to your 
specification. 

· Light trees with three lekos require a dedicated 20amp 
circuit

· Two-four speakers, depending on size and type require a 
dedicated 20amp circuit

· Projectors that are under 10,000 lumens can have two on 
one 20amp circuit. Higher than 10k you will want it 
separate.

· Most tech tables need one 20amp circuit. Larger 
meetings with extensive equipment may require an 
additional circuit.



A word about scenic…



Question:
The new stuff?



Endless Events

https://helloendless.com/
resources/

• Production Guide 
Infographic

• Ultimate Event AV 
Checklist

• Top Tips for Hiring an 
AV Company (and 
more…)

https://helloendless.com/resources/


What works for me



Building a relationship 
with the provider.

Talk to the techs as well 
as the sales reps.

Do not accept what you 
do not understand.

Ask for an economical 
alternative and ask what 
you forego experience-
wise.

Express concern about 
overtime. They should 
know what it takes to 
produce. Overtime is for 
the unexpected.





Don’t Forget 
to Take the 
Session Survey!



Thank You
Stephanie Martinez| LRP Media Group
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